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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 21 4 23 lo 25, 27, 51, 53 to 55, 57 and 64 as shown 
below. The claims, as pending in the subject application, xiow read iis follows: 

l.to20. (Cancelled) 

21 . (Currently Amended) A data processing method comprising the steps 

of: 

reading multiple kinds of meta-data from data files belonging to a an 
indicated directory, each of the data m eta-data files having both data and mcta-dala 
indicating characteristics of the data ; 

search i ng t he imsta-data of th e data files read i n said leading step for a 
common nicta-data item who*e con t ent is included in all of t h e data Jilca read in sa id 
reading Atep, and extracting a [[the]] common meta-data item whose content is included in 
all of the data files from the multiple kinds of meta-data read in said reading step data file s; 

generating directory meta-data for the directory by using the common meta- 
data item extracted in said extracting step; and 

attaching the directory meta-data generated in said generating step to the 
directory d ata as meta- d ata coi r csponding to the da t a files b e luugiiig lo die di r ectory . 

22. (Cancelled) 
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23. (Currently Amended) The method set forth in claim 21, wherein: 
when in said searching step there is no common m eta-data item, the 

directory meta-data for the directory is generated based on a meta-data item whose content 
is included in most of the multiple data files belonging to the directory r ead in said r eading 
step. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method set forth in claim 21, further 
comprising the step of; 

generating a new directory, and recording therein data files to which are 
attached meta-data which includes meta-data items used in the directo ry meta-data fo r the 
diicctoiy generated in said first generating step; 

wherein, in said attaching step, the directory meta-data generated in said 
first generating step is attached to directory data corresponding to the new directory. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method set forth in claim 21, further 
comprising the step, of: 

generating a new directory, and recording therein data files to which are 
attached meta-data which does not include meta-data items used in the directory meta-data 
generated in said first generating step. 

26. (Previously presented) The method set forth in claim 21, wherein: 
each data file includes image data, audio data, or dynamic image data. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The method set forth in claim 21, wherein: 
in said attaching step, the meta-data generated in said generating step is 

appended to the end of the directory data. 

28. to 50. (Cancelled) 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) A data processing device comprising: 

reading means for reading multiple kinds of meta-data from data files 
belonging to a an- indicat e d directory, each of the multip le data files having both data and 
meta-data indicating characteristics the data : 

searching means for searching the m e ta-data o f the dau files icad by sa i d 
reading unguis fui a common mcta-dau Item who^ c o n t ent is includ ed in all of di e data 
files read by sai d reading m e a ns? 

extracting means for extracting a [[the]] common meta-data item whose 
content is i n cluded in all of the data files, from the multiple kinds of meta-data data files 
load by said leading mea ns; 

generating means for generating directory meta-data for the directory by 
using a the common meta-data item extracted by said extracting means; and 

attaching means for attaching the directory meta-data generated by said 
generating means to the directory data as meta-data co rr esponding t o die data files 
belo n g i ng to the d ir ec to ry . 

52, (Cancelled) 
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53. (Currently Amended) The device set forth hi claim 51 , wherein when 
said searching means finds no common meta-data item, said generating means 
generates the directory meta-data for 11k diicctoi y based on a meta-data item whose content 
is included in most of the multip le data files belonging to the directory i cad by said reading 

54. (Currently amended) The device set forth in claim 51 , further 

comprising: 

first recording means for generating a new directory and for recording 
therein data files to which.are attached meta-data which includes meta-data items used in 
the directpry meta-data fo r the director generated by said generating means; 

wherein said attaching means attaches the meta-data generated by said 
generating means to directory data corresponding to the new director/. 

55. (Currently Amended) The device set forth in claim 5 1 , further 

comprising: 

second recording means for generating a new directory and for recording 
therein data files to which are attached meta-data which does not include meta-data items 
used in the directory meta-data f o r the directory generated by said generating means. 

56. (Previously presented) The device set forth in claim 51, wherein: 
each data file includes image data, audio data, or dynamic image data, 
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57. (Currently Amended) The device set forth in claim 51, wherein: 
said attaching means appends the directory raeta-data generated by said 

generating means to the end of the directory data. 

58. to 63. (Cancelled) 

64. (Currently Amended) A memory medium storing a control program to 
be executed by a computer, said control program comprising code for performing the steps 
of: 

reading multiple kinds of meta-data from data files belonging to an 
indicated directory, each of the multiple data files having both data and meta-data 
indicating characteristics of the data : 

searc hing tin meta-data o f -t hc data files read fui *i common meta-data item 
whose contcnl is included in all of the ilataXilcai, 

extracting £ [[the]] common meta-data item whose content is included in all 
of the data files, from the multiple kinds of meta-^ data El * * ; 

generating directory meta-data for the directory by using the common meta- 
data item extracted in said extracting step; and 

attaching the meta-data generated in said generating step to the directory 
ddta as m e ta-data coxrssponding t o the d ata fiki> belongi n g to the - directo r y . 
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